
Accurate Speech-
Language Assessment for 
Dual Language Learners

ICCD 2025

University of Northern Iowa

Philip Combiths, PhD, CCC-SLP

University of Iowa
Communication Sciences and Disorders

A qr code in a circle

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

↑
All the resources from 

this presentation
(Scan or Click)

https://hovqr.to/964c4d08


Hi!

• SLP and Assistant Professor, University of Iowa

• Director, Clinical Linguistics and Disparities Lab

• I am Third-Generation Mexican-American

 But Spanish is not my first language…

https://csd.uiowa.edu/people/philip-combiths
https://cld.lab.uiowa.edu/


Agenda
Reframe our View of Multilingual Learners

Upgrade your Collaboration with Interpreters

What You Need to Know: Multilingual Language Development

20 Minute Break

Innovations in Multilingual Assessment

How to Support Home Language in Intervention

Create Action Plans



Our Learning Agreement

• Make yourself comfortable. Use this space however you need.

• Lessons leave with you, stories stay here

• We teach and support. No shame and blame.

• You: ask questions anytime Me: license to come back

• Me: Overabundance of slides, may or may not cover them all

• You: Commit to applying two things you learn today



A Different View on 
Multilingualism
To improve how we support multilingual 
learners, we need to reframe how we think 
about multilingualism



Monolingual Norms



← Multilingual Learners

← Monolingual Group Norms

What is being lost here?

Mark Gabrenya | Getty Images





Big “L” language
vs.

little “l” language



See also: Garivaldo & Fabiano-Smith (2023)



A Different View on Multilingualism

To improve how we support multilingual children, we need to 
reconsider how we conceptualize multilingualism



Canadian Inuit Language-Culture

• Mothers typically communicate around 
their babies but not directly to them

• Babies addressed with rhythmic, rhyming 
talk

• Early vocalizations are not acknowledged

• Children converse with peers, not adults

• Literacy is not emphasized or practiced 
while young



Pauloosie

Boy, age 8
• Sequential language learner (Inuktitut > English)
• Isolated Inuit settlement in Northern Quebec, Canada
• Large family, school in Inuktitut until 2nd grade. 

Literate in Inuktitut. Now English in school.
• Other siblings schooled in French.
• Academic rules different between Inuit and Canadian 

culture (sharing work, etc.)
• Exposed to new academic and other culture at age 8.



Why support multilingualism?

• Culture, family, community membership, and identity

What is lost when children and parents cannot 
communicate easily with one another?

Wong-Fillmore (1991); Oh & Fuligni, 2010; Yan (2003); Oh & Fuligni, 2010



Why support multilingualism?

• Culture, family, community membership, and identity

• Language development opportunities

Hammer et al. (2012); Pham & Tipton (2018); Rojas et al. (2016); Sorenson Duncan & Paradis (2020)



Why support multilingualism?

• Family, community membership, and identity

• Language development opportunities

• Strong home language = Stronger school language

Cummins (2000); Gutiérrez-Clellen (1996); Kohnert, Kim, Nett, Kan, & Duran (2005); 
Castilla, Pérez-Leroux, and Restrepo (2009); Oller & Eilers (2002)



Multilingualism as a necessity

• Navigating a multilingual environment is usually a necessity, not a 
choice

• We must recognize the value of the home language in 
• forming parent–child relationships

• establishing family and community connection

• a child’s positive sense of self and cultural identity within the family

de Houwer (1999); Souza (2023)



Changing U.S. Demographics

• More than 350 languages are 
spoken in homes across the U.S.

• 1 out of every 5 children speaks a 
language other than English at 
home

Camarota & Zeigler (2015)



Iowa
IOWA

bilingual SLPs

• 7.7% in Iowa speak a language 
other than English at home.

• 250% increase in children 
learning English as a second 
language since 2000

• 1.3% of SLPs identify as 
bilingual service providers

ASHA Bilingual Service Providers, Year-End 2017



Reflect and Collaborate
Identify a multilingual learner that you know or support/supported. What is 
a characteristic of their environment that might affect their communication 
or participation in session?



Upgrade your Collaboration with 
Interpreters

View >> Header and Footer >> Add Unit Name



How to Support Families with Interpreters

• Make the time to get to know families. Build trust.

• Acknowledge the additional burden of communicating through 
and interpreter in a challenging situation for the family

• Goal: Communication as successful as if all parties were using 
the same language

• Confirm the most appropriate way to ensure language access.



Providing Language Access

• During a conversation prior to a planned initial session, clearly 
confirm full language access or confirm plan for access

‒ Most comfortable language (and dialect) for caregivers

‒ All languages (and dialects) in the child’s environments

‒ Child’s preferred or most dominant language

View >> Header and Footer >> Add Unit Name

First, I want to confirm the best language environment for our meeting. We will discuss any 
concerns you have about your child, and your goals for them. What is the most comfortable 
language for you to have this conversation? It does not have to be English unless that is your 
preference.

We will also assess your child in all the languages they speak or hear often. 
What languages should we prepare for?



Working with Interpreters: BID

• Brief – prior to the interaction away from everyone

• Interaction – during the interaction

• Debrief – after the interaction away from everyone

Hyter & Salas-Provance (2023)
Langdon & Saenz (2015)

https://youtu.be/6cacw_U_MNk?t=19

https://youtu.be/6cacw_U_MNk?t=19
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Plan and Share
Post one new approach you could implement or adaptation to the interpreter 
briefing you watched in the video that you could make to fit your current 
process.



Working with Interpreters: Briefing

• Interpreter is a part of the health care team (Li et al., 2017)
• Explain the purpose of the session, expected outcomes
• Describe participants and relevant session procedures
• Establish your role vs. interpreter’s role

• For assessment/intervention, establish and prepare for any client interaction, data 
collection or analysis assistance and debriefing

• Discuss dialect and culturally relevant aspects of communication
• Explain jargon/vocabulary you expect to use
• Bonus:

• Establish controlling pace, such as pauses and sentence length
• Plan a signal for when there is a misunderstanding during the processes 
• Introduce yourself in the language of the individual. Learn how to pronounce names

View >> Header and Footer >> Add Unit Name



Working with Interpreters: Interaction

• Create an optimal setup

• Monitor pace. Chunk in 1-2 
sentences.

• Remember: three languages are 
involved: English, Family Language, 
Language of your Profession

• Check in frequently for 
understanding and invite questions

• Speak directly to caregiver or child

• Paralanguage and proxemics



Working with Interpreters: Debriefing

• Ask about culturally relevant aspects of the interaction

• Review notes and discuss child responses
‒ The better the prep/briefing, the more useful these notes can be

• Collect or shred any notes made by interpreter

• Later, in any reports, describe how interpreters were used, 
especially for assessment



Interpreter Debrief 

Example: Language Sampling
• Check for language/dialect mismatch

• What did you notice about this child’s 
communication?

• Were there any cultural aspects of 
communication we could discuss?

• How would you compare the way this child talks 
to other children of their age in the community?

• Estimated child mean length of utterance in # of 
words: ____________

• Estimated percent of intelligible utterances: 
___________

• Estimated percent of utterances with one or more 
errors: __________



Take Action
To provide better language access for my families, I will…



What You Need to Know
Multilingual Language Development

View >> Header and Footer >> Add Unit Name



One Truth One Myth



Best Practice for Bilingual Children

• Bilingual ≠ Language A + Language B!

• Assessment must measure skills in 
both languages

–Otherwise, you may not distinguish 
typical bilingual development form a 
disorder

• Intervention/treatment must address 
both languages

–Strong L1 = Strong L2 development Cummins, 1991; Gutiérrez-Clellen, 1996, 1999; 
Kohnert et al., 2005; Yavas & Goldstein, 1998



What Do We Do?

We Address Some Questions:

• What is unique about multilingual language development? 
‒ Crucial to interpret multilingual language data in the child’s context.

• What tools can I use to accurately identify speech or language 
impairment in multilingual learners?

• How can I support the whole language system of multilingual 
learners in intervention?



Stages of L2 Development in Children

1. Home language use

2. Nonverbal period
Is this a non-communicative stage? No

3. Formulaic language use

4. Semi-productive language use

5. Productive language use
Is there a set amount of time to reach this stage? No

Is a child perfectly fluent in English at this point? No

L1 = Home/Heritage Language 
 (e.g., Spanish, Arabic, French, etc.)

L2 = Second Language 
 (e.g., English)



An Illustration of L2 Development

L1 L2



Factors Influencing Multilingual Outcomes

View >> Header and Footer >> Add Unit Name



Factors Affecting Rates of L2 Acquisition

• Motivation, personality/social interaction, cognitive factors

• Age and order of acquisition

• Similarity/overlap between L1 and L2
–Similarity/overlap is facilitative

• Quantity/quality/types of L2 experiences



Overview of L1 and L2 Trajectories in US 

• Majority L2 (English) rapidly increases upon onset

–Typically, dominance shifts to English over time

• A Minoritized L1 (Home/Heritage Language) is vulnerable to 
loss/attrition without continued support

–Minoritized L1 can continue to develop with family, school, and 
community support



Anyone Can Support Language

• Create a translanguaging environment

• Be inquisitive about home languages

• Become a cheerleader for culture, 
communication, and expression

Take actions to ensure language access!



How Does 
Language 
Work Inside 
a Bilingual 
Brain?



Did You Know?

• When babies are <6 months old, they recognized phonetic 
differences for sounds of languages around the world!

• Between 6-12 months old, babies specialize to notice only the 
phonemes of the language(s) they are learning

• For multilingual individuals who have a first language (L1) and a 
second language (L2) that they begin to acquire later, aspects 
of the L1 can be used to support development of the L2.



L1 L2



Cross-Linguistic Transfer

"I will eat tomorrow chicken nuggets."

Comeré mañana nuggets de pollo



Cross-Linguistic Transfer

The interaction between languages within a multilingual learner’s 
complete language system

What Prompts Transfer?

• Degree of separation in the child’s developing languages

• Features and patterns that do or do not overlap across L1 and L2

• Overlapping structures can facilitate L2 acquisition

• Non-overlapping L2 structures must be learned. 
– Until this occurs, the closest available L1 structure may be used instead

• Over time, as L2 proficiency and dominance develops, unique L2 
language representations are created, and less transfer occurs



L1 → L2 Transfer in Development

• Direct transfer of L1 to L2

• Preference for a structure in the L2 that is similar to L1

• Avoidance of an L2 structure that contrasts with L1 structure 
for the same concept

• L1 transfer is most common at earlier stages of L2 acquisition



Examples from Phonology

Major source of transfer, especially L1 → L2

• example: Spanish-English bilinguals and /s/-clusters in English

• In Spanish, /s/C or /s/CC onset clusters like /sp-/ or /stɹ-/ are not 
permitted

• In English , /s/C or /s/CC onset clusters are permitted
• You might note L1-influenced pattern in production of English:

• “Spanish” /spænɪʃ/ → [espænɪʃ]



Spanish vs. English Phonology

Sp
an

is
h

En
gl

is
h



Spanish vs. English Phonology

Sp
an

is
h

En
gl

is
h

Red = 
Does not occur in 
other language

Blue = 
Partial overlap

Green = 
Overlap



Key Points 

• Some language learning benefits are cumulative.

• Language environments are crucial to understand the 
complete communication picture for multilingual learners

• Language exposure and dominance change over time with 
differences in development for each language.

• Strong home language = optimal outcomes

‒ But home language is also the most vulnerable to attrition!

‒ Children with severe communication disorders can and should grow 
up multilingual, when that is their communication environment



Learning Check



Assessment with 
Multilingual 
Learners

Up Next



Innovations in Multilingual 
Assessment

View >> Header and Footer >> Add Unit Name



Which Multilingual Learner 
is it Anyway?
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Which Multilingual Learner 
is it Anyway?



← Multilingual Learners

← Monolingual Group Norms

Mark Gabrenya | Getty Images



Some of our Solutions

• Contrastive Analysis (McGregor 
et al., 1997; c.f. Yu et al., 2020)

Difference Disordervs.

Mark Gabrenya | Getty Images



Some of our Solutions

• Converging Evidence Approach 
(e.g., Restrepo, 1998; Castilla-Earls 
et al., 2020)

Diversity

Diso
rder

Oetting, 2018



Our Better Solutions

• Converging Evidence Approach (e.g., Restrepo, 1998)

• Descriptive, Independent, Criterion Referenced (e.g., 
Fabiano-Smith, 2019)

Image from: 
Anna Mendoza

https://annamend.com/ 



Principles of Assessment

• Acknowledge the child as an individual with an identity; learn from the 
child and their family

• Consider the impact of the child's unique cultural and linguistic profile on 
their communication

• Understand and document the child’s multilingual language environment

• Assess each of the child's languages (yes you can do this!)

• Evaluate results according to the child’s multilingual language 
development (i.e., not monolingual norms)

• Distinguish typical multilingual development from multilingual 
development in the context of a disorder



Consider
An assessment you conducted with a multilingual learner. 

What is one thing you could reasonably adjust to make that assessment more reflective of their 
complete language system?



Language-Culture

• When someone learns a language, they also learn a system of 
customs, values, ways of thinking, feeling, and acting:

‒ AKA Culture

• There is a bidirectional relationship between language and 
culture

• A multilingual child is a multicultural child



Culture and Language Resources



Collect a multilingual language profile
Part of intake or case history



Meeting with Caregivers

• Provide language access. Whenever possible, use the 
language that is the most comfortable for the family

‒ “We will be talking about X, Y, Z. What language would be most 
comfortable for us to talk about these topics?”

• Check in with and prepare interpreters when possible

• Parental report is a tremendously valuable diagnostic 
indicator for multilingual learners

Are you concerned about your child’s speech or language?

How does your child’s language compare to other children of 
their age in your community? OR to an older sibling at their age?

Hammer & Rodríguez (2012); McLeod et al. (2017)



Surveys and Questionnaires

• Alberta Language Development/Environment 
Questionnaire (ALDeQ/ALEQ)

• Language Experience and Proficiency Questionnaire 
LEAP-Q

• Intelligibility in Context Scale (McLeod, Harrison, & 
McCormack (2012)

• Home Language Questionnaire

• Bilingual Input-Output Survey (BIOS) and ITALK of 
Bilingual English-Spanish Assessment (BESA)

https://www.ualberta.ca/linguistics/cheslcentre/questionnaires
https://www.ualberta.ca/linguistics/cheslcentre/questionnaires
https://bilingualism.northwestern.edu/leapq/
https://bilingualism.northwestern.edu/leapq/
http://www.csu.edu.au/research/multilingual-speech/ics
https://cld.lab.uiowa.edu/multilingual-questionnaire
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Use standardized and performance-
based tools to obtain a comprehensive 
view of abilities in both languages



Norms and Multilingual Children

• Most information for English is based on English monolinguals

‒ We know that bilingual children (especially those in an earlier stage of 
English acquisition) have a different rate of English speech-language 
acquisition

‒ We know that transfer from the child’s L1 can impact their 
productions in English (L2)—and this is not a cause for concern

• Acquisition times vary across languages
‒ Just because a phoneme or language feature occurs in English and 

the child’s L2 doesn’t mean that will be acquired at the same time 
across both  languages



Assessment Planning: Standardized Tools

• Consider criterion-referenced rather than norm-referenced tools

• Confirm the norming/reference sample or see existing test reviews 
(see resources for these!)

‒ Report norms that are valid for bilingual children of a similar profile

‒ Consider alternative or local norm referencing: See an alternate norm 
referencing calculator here

• Determine if modification would reduce bias
‒ Report all modifications of standardized procedures

‒ Use a variety of elicitation procedures

• Code switching or transfer patterns should not be treated as errors

Kayser, 1993, 1995; Roseberry-McKibbin, 1995; Terrell & Terrell, 1983; Toliver Weddington, 1981

https://sites.google.com/ualberta.ca/chesl/alternate-norm-referencing-calculator?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/ualberta.ca/chesl/alternate-norm-referencing-calculator?authuser=0


Assessment Planning: Non-Standardized

Use performance-based, and caregiver/teacher report tools to 
obtain a comprehensive view of language ability

‒ Use structured parent report to obtain information about language 
ability in the home language

• Intelligibility in Context Scale, ALDeQ, MCDI, Rosetti, ITALK (BESA), etc.

‒ Include elicited speech probes, in both languages

‒ Include language sampling, in both languages

‒ Include dynamic assessment 



Assessment Tools for Bilingual Children

• Use existing assessment tools appropriately
‒ Many existing assessments will require modification in their content, 

administration, and interpretation of results

‒ Any single test will need to be accompanied by supplemental 
measures (Dollaghan & Horner, 2011) 

Important Measures:

‒ Caregiver/parent report measures

‒ Language sample measures

‒ Dynamic assessment



Broader Measures Across Contexts
Every measure is only an estimate of language 

Granularity of measurement should reflect the precision of 
the access you have to a given language construct

View >> Header and Footer >> Add Unit Name



Access ICS Here

Access ICS Here

https://www.csu.edu.au/research/multilingual-speech/ics


Access the Speech Participation and Activity 
Assessment of Children 
(SPAA-C)

Access the Speech 
Participation and 

Activity Assessment 
of Children 

(SPAA-C)

https://www.csu.edu.au/research/multilingual-speech/spaa-c


Best Practice: Parent Report

• MacArthur-Bates Communicative Development Inventories (CDI; 
Fenson et al., 2007)

https://mb-cdi.stanford.edu/adaptations.html

• Inventory to Assess Language Knowledge (BESA; Peña et al., 
2018)

• Intelligibility in Context Scale (McLeod  et al., 2012)

http://www.csu.edu.au/research/multilingual-speech/ics

• Alberta Language Development/Environment Questionnaire
(ALDeQ/ALEQ; Paradis et al., 2010)

https://www.ualberta.ca/linguistics/cheslcentre/questionnaires

https://mb-cdi.stanford.edu/adaptations.html
http://www.csu.edu.au/research/multilingual-speech/ics
https://www.ualberta.ca/linguistics/cheslcentre/questionnaires


Best Practice: Non-English Assessment

• Collaborate with a language-cultural broker, interpreter, 
community or family member

‒ Get reported information from caregivers

‒ Get broad measures or estimates of broad measures:
• whole word measures and sentence measures, intelligibility, utterance 

length, grammatical and pragmatic errors

• Speech-sound probes available in multiple languages
‒ https://cld.lab.uiowa.edu/multilingual-speech-assessment-resources

• Language sample elicitation audio in Spanish and English
‒ https://cld.lab.uiowa.edu/multilingual-language-assessment-resources

 

SPEECH
RESOURCES

LANGUAGE
RESOURCES

https://cld.lab.uiowa.edu/multilingual-speech-assessment-resources
https://cld.lab.uiowa.edu/multilingual-language-assessment-resources


Best Practice: Language Sample Analysis

• Measures are preferable to those provided by standardized 
tests

–Broad language sample measures are less likely to be influenced by 
language transfer patterns. Samples can be shorter.

• Mean Length of Utterance (MLU) in Words

• Percent Grammatical Utterances

• Number of Different Words (NDW)

• Intelligibility

Ramos et al. (2022)



Best Practice: Language Sample Analysis



Multilingual Assessment Instrument for 
Narratives (MAIN)

• Assesses narrative skills in children 
acquiring one or more languages from es 
preschool to school age. 

• Components: Four parallel stories with six-
picture sequences.

• Available in 92 languages, used in over 60 
countries

• Stories designed for cognitive and 
linguistic complexity, cultural relevance.

• It’s free

View >> Header and Footer >> Add Unit Name

https://main.leibniz-zas.de/

https://main.leibniz-zas.de/


Best Practice: Dynamic Assessment

• Assess a child’s modifiability with a language 
assessment or task

‒ modifiability = how much a child is able to learn and improve 
after focused, adaptive instruction in a task or skill

‒ test → teach → re-test

• Typically developing children demonstrate greater 
modifiability than children with language impairment 
(Gutiérrez-Clellen & Peña, 2008)

LANGUAGE
RESOURCES



Interpreting Multilingual Data

• Compare multilingual speech and language to that of other 
children with a similar profile, rather than to monolinguals

• Consider rate and amount of L2 development to inform speech 
and language development expectations

• Speech or language disorder will be apparent in all language 
systems, not just one

• Interpreters, proficient speakers, acquired comparisons (e.g., 
samples of parents, siblings or peers) can assist in interpretation



Evaluating Multilingual Language

Typical Multilingual Development
• Expectations for each language may differ based on:

‒ Age of acquisition, exposure, dominance, 
social/environmental/schooling context

‒ Cannot expect L2 proficiency when L2 is in early state of acquisition...

• Developmental patterns
‒ Remember: these account for most of the patterns

• Transfer patterns
‒ Remember: these may account for some of the patterns

A language disorder 
means difficulty with 
language cannot be 
explained by these 

factors alone



More Resources

Culture

‒ Country and Culture Guides

‒ Culture Crossing Guide

‒ https://www.thatsunheardof.org/

Standardized Tests

‒ Test reviews

‒ Alternative norm referencing calculator

More (From LEADERS Project)

‒ Nonword Repetition

‒ School-Age Language Measures

‒ Sample evaluations

A qr code in a circle

AI-generated content may be incorrect.
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https://www.commisceo-global.com/resources/country-guides
https://guide.culturecrossing.net/about_this_guide.php
https://www.thatsunheardof.org/
https://www.leadersproject.org/disability-evaluation/test-reviews/
https://sites.google.com/ualberta.ca/chesl/alternate-norm-referencing-calculator?authuser=0
https://www.leadersproject.org/non-word-repetition-tasks/
https://www.leadersproject.org/disability-evaluation/school-age-language-assessment-measures-slam/
https://www.leadersproject.org/disability-evaluation/model-evaluations/
https://hovqr.to/964c4d08


Action Plan: Assessment

Post or like ideas, tools, approaches, or 
resources you will use to improve your 
assessments of multilingual learners 



Intervention 
with Multilingual 
Learners
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Principles of Intervention

1. Identify communication needs in the child's different languages 
and communication contexts

2. Choose appropriate treatment goals and targets to address 
each of their language contexts

3. Create an intervention and intervention environment plan

4. Monitor progress across languages and contexts and change 
your plan accordingly



Selecting Intervention Targets

1. Consider and identify targets:
–Language-specific skills (L1 & English)

–Overlapping language skills (English)

–Language-general skills (English)

–Targets that may induce changes across their complete language 
system (English)

2. Consider available resources for models of L1 targets

3. Consider available allies for L1 support goals



Generalization of Skills

Consider generalization or transfer across languages

–L1 → L2 is more likely than L2 → L1

–Literacy and narrative macro-structure skills are more likely to generalize 
across languages

–Non-language-specific skills are more likely to generalize across languages

–Overlapping features may be more likely to generalize across languages

–More complex areas of language may be more likely to affect the entire 
language system



Examples of Shared L1/L2 Targets

English/Spanish Targets

• Tense as a construct

• Cognates

• Plural /s/ morphemes

• Subject pronouns



Examples of Separate L1 and L2 Targets

Spanish Targets
– Gender (la niña / el niño)

– Plural agreement between articles, nouns, and adjectives (las manzanas 
rojas)

– Number and tense verb agreement (los niños escucharon)

– Clitics (lo, los, le, les, la, las)

English Targets
– Past tense –ed morpheme (the boy walked home)

– Direct and indirect object pronouns (he/him, she/her)



An Spanish-English Bilingual Kindergartner

• Intelligibility issues in both languages

• Limited cluster inventories

• Targeted /fl-/ in both languages
– Targeted /fl-/ in English, incidental inclusion of Spanish

• Met with parent
– Taught recasts
– Taught easy games, like memory

• /fl-/ accurate in Spanish first

• Added singletons and clusters in both languages



Jorge

• Age 7;4

• Spanish-English bilingual

• Identified challenges in:
– Learning rate
– Intelligibility
– Expressive language and 

morphosyntax

Jorge was raised and continues to live in a 

Spanish-English bilingual home. His parents 

are Spanish-dominant, and he has six siblings 

who speak Spanish and English at home. 

Per parent report, Jorge uses Spanish and 

English nearly equally at home (58% input 

and output in Spanish). At his bilingual school, 

Jorge also uses both English and Spanish.



Jorge will produce complex embedded causal phrases in untrained sentences with 

80% accuracy in a 10-item sentence repetition task in English.

“He went to the store to get milk.”

“I like school because I get to see friends.”

Jorge will produce verbs in untrained sentences with present subjunctive inflection 

with 80% accuracy in a 10-item sentence repetition task in Spanish.

“Espero que nieva mañana.” (I hope it snows tomorrow)

“Dudo que llegue a tiempo.” (I doubt he’ll make it on time)

Separate Goals

View >> Header and Footer >> Add Unit Name



A Shared Goal

Jorge will independently produce a narrative from a picture prompt 

with five narrative macro-structure components (Setting, Initiating 

Event, Internal Response, Conflict, Attempt, Resolution/Ending) and at 

least three higher-level narrative components (e.g., transitions, 

character motivations, character self-reflection) in English or Spanish

View >> Header and Footer >> Add Unit Name



Sam

• 6 year old dual language learner in 
an elementary school

• Parents immigrated from China 
before Sam was born

• Reportedly, English and Mandarin 
Chinese are spoken at home

• Teacher reported concerns with 
Sam’s intelligibility



Consider and investigate 

the impact of Sam’s 

unique cultural and 

linguistic profile on their 

communication

1



Chinese/Mandarin Language-Culture

• Less direct communication (e.g., euphemistic)

• Power distance is high (and highly respected)

• Disability and mental health are often associated with shame, 
especially toward the parents

From Burk, Coleman, Wimberly, & Zapata (2008)



Tonal language

No consonant 
clusters                

Limited word-final 
consonants: /n/ 
and /ŋ/

English phonemes 
not found in 
Mandarin: 

/v/, /z/, /ʃ/, /ʒ/, /ʧ/, 
/ʤ/, /θ/, /ð/



Describe the dimensions 

of Sam’s multilingualism

2



Sam: Cultural-Linguistic Profile

• Parent report / questionnaire

–Parents are “somewhat  proficient” in English

–No siblings, interacts mostly with parents at home

–Birth – 3 years: 90% Mandarin / 10% English exposure at home

–3 – 5 years: 40% Mandarin / 60% English in bilingual pre-school

–5 – 6 years: 100% English at school, 50/50 English and Mandarin at 
home

• Parents report: “trying to use more English at home to help with his schooling”



Sam: Cultural-Linguistic Profile

• Substantial English exposure beginning at age 3

• Several years of academic English exposure

• Diminishing Mandarin exposure
–Susceptible to first language (L1) attrition?

• Mandarin and English proficiency could both be moderate-to-
high but requires further investigation



Assess both of Sam’s 

languages

3



Sam: Assessment

Mandarin Assessment

• Mandarin speech-sound probe

• Play/conversation sample

• Parent intelligibility 
questionnaire

English Assessment

• English speech-sound probe

• Play/conversation sample

• Teacher intelligibility 
questionnaire



Evaluate results 

according to his 

multilingual language 

development

4



Sam: Assessment Results

Mandarin Results

• No consonant clusters

• Limited final consonants

• PCC: 80%

• Missing phonemes:

/ʦ, ʦʰ, ɻ, ʂ, kʰ/

English Results

• Consonant clusters: [tw]

• Final consonants: [n, ŋ, t, p, k]

• PCC: 65%

• Missing phonemes:

/θ, ð, v, l, ɹ, z, ʤ, ʃ, ʒ/



Sam: Assessment Results

Mandarin Results

• No consonant clusters

• Limited final consonants

• PCC: 80%

• Missing phonemes:

/ʦ, ʦʰ, ɹ, ʂ, kʰ/

English Results

• Consonant clusters: /tw/

• Final consonants: /n, ŋ, t, p, k/

• PCC: 65%

• Missing phonemes:

/θ, ð, v, l, ɹ, z, ʤ, ʃ, ʒ/



Sam: Assessment Results

Mandarin Results

• No consonant clusters

• Limited final consonants

• PCC: 80%

• Missing phonemes:

/ʦ, ʦʰ, ɻ, ʂ, kʰ/

English Results

• Consonant clusters: /tw/

• Final consonants: /n, ŋ, t, p, k/

• PCC: 65%

• Missing phonemes:

/θ, ð, v, l, ɹ, z, ʤ, ʃ, ʒ/



Distinguish typical 

multilingual development 

from multilingual 

development in the 

context of a disorder
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Speech Sound Disorder Within Multilingualism

• Significant phonological delay/errors were identified not 
attributable to Sam’s status as a multilingual learner

–Significant errors were identified in both languages

–Sam has had strong English exposure for three years

–Transfer patterns should account for only a small portion of his 
English errors, if any

– Identified errors not attributable to multilingual influence/transfer 
alone



Consider
Your multilingual learner.

How could you support their home language...

In an English session With an Interpreter With the Family



Create an Action Plan

Write one next step you will take to implement what you have learned:

• Collaborating with Interpreters

• Multilingual Assessment

• Multilingual Intervention

• Note down resources you will come back to

A qr code in a circle

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

↑
Scan or Click 
for Resources

https://hovqr.to/964c4d08


Questions?

A qr code in a circle

AI-generated content may be 
incorrect.

↑
Scan or Click 
for Resources

https://hovqr.to/964c4d08


Contact me: philip-combiths@uiowa.edu

A qr code in a circle

AI-generated content may be 
incorrect.

↑
Scan or Click 
for Resources

https://hovqr.to/964c4d08
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